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though incomplete, these statements 
identify marginality as much more 
than a site of deprivation; in fact  
i was saying just the opposite, that  
it is also the site of radical possibility, 
a space of resistance. it was this 
marginality that i was naming as  
a central location for the production 
of a counter-hegemonic discourse 
that is not just found in words but 
in habits of being and the way one 
lives. as such, i was not speaking of 
a marginality one wishes to lose—to 
give up or surrender 150 yearning as 
part of moving into the center—but 
rather of a site one stays in, clings 
to even, because it nourishes one’s 
capacity to resist. it offers to one 
the possibility of radical perspective 
from which to see and create, to 
imagine alternatives,  
new worlds.
— bell hooks, marginality as a site of 
resistance

citing a margin

in graphic design, self-publishing is the conscious decision to release 
one's works into the public instead of going through traditional gatekeepers 
like print magazines or design companies. by enabling graphic designers 
to directly share their own aesthetic ideas and design philosophies with  
a larger audience, this promotes creative freedom and elevates various 
voices in the design community.
 social bookmarking techniques in graphic design involve the 
methodical arrangement and distribution of design materials, guides, and 
ideas, which efficiently builds a community library of visual inspiration and 
expertise. through bookmark sharing on design platforms, practitioners 
add to a dynamic ecology of ideas and methods, bringing a range  
of viewpoints and design approaches to the creative world.
 creating webrings in the field of graphic design functions as a peer 
to peer method to make, distribute and collaborate.
 in this rapid excersise we explore basic methods of publishing 
personal knowledge with free and opensource tools.

the workshop requires
1. a browser that let's us export html files of bookmarks (ex:firefox)
2. a pc
3. a text editor to customise webpages using html/css
4. a free hosting space ie; github/gitlab, netlifydrop etc. (or the ring can 

pool somefunds to maintain an own server)
and we compile these bookmarks files to make a webring4.

 i came to this conclusion1 after thinking about a more personal 
knowledge database, which is not very pluralistic in nature. a webring  
is decentralised, although there is a need for a moderator, he can 
change regulary basedon the consensus of the ring members.

why self publish?

self publishing as i see it is a way to solve a problem, a way to be more 
creative with limitations of being in margins. by resist bell hooks was 
pointing at the possibilities that deprivity can provide, it might seem a bit 
handicapped to think that she was referring to a mighty revolution2.  
i liked to translate her text to apply to my closest issues such as poverty of a 
designer or a maker. which can stem from deprived access to resources, 
lack of network and affordability of tools. by not being constrained by any 
status qou, liability of established morality and pain of deprivation. by 
choosing the margins we change them from imposed condition to 
oppeness and possibilities (that hooks defines)3.
 we make ourselves a repository of resources through a community 
to learn and share the basics of web cultures.

how do they work?

some prompts to get you started thinking on the content you wish to share
 » a collection of bookmarks export bookmarks as html (note: make a new 
profile of browser to make fresh bookmarks or edit html file)
 » a webpage/site css basics, html basics
 » a playlist or a mixtape
 » a game, data an open source tool to data vis also you can export excel 
files as html
 » a piece of code/ spreadsheet/ font or any tool
 » a guide, an essay or a piece of text
 » a poster
 » a recipe
 » a map
 » a poem
 » a video
 » an html export of telegram group chat
 » a collection images
 » a thesis

any other ideas?

and these files will be linked to each other and an index site using a java script. 
webrings have acted as a method to organise and share information 
with common intent. we would be using an existing snippet of code 
(https://garlic.garden/onionring/) as a backbone to establish our webring. 
as a method of publishing with frugal resources we step a away from 
standards and templates and look at web as a more vernacular medium 
of publishing.

2. this exercise is not a merely a method to 
revolt against big-tech companies.

3. but a way to be self sustainable, independent 
and understand the importance of means of 
production to be a better maker.

4. a webring is a collection of personal sites 
which  refer/link to the adjacent site using 
hyperlink. all the sites of the ring are then 
linked to an index with 

1. https://indent.eka-gd-ma.ee/ is an 
experimental site that references of the students 
of estonian academy of arts graphic design 
department.


